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YEAR OF THE ALASKAN PRIEST: Part |V
FATHER MIROSLAW “"MIREK” WOZNICA

OnMay 12, 1990, Miroslaw Woznica, “ Father Mirek,” to us—and 35
classmates, were ordained Catholic priestsin Christ the King Cathedral, in

Katowice, Poland. Hisyears at the Katowice Seminary and, beforethat, in "

Poland’ s public school swere especially momentous given the turmoil within
Poland during that time. Theyoung Mirek Woznicagrew up and studied under
amantleof constant change, abeit exciting at times.

Mirodaw Woznicawasbornin Rybnik, inthe Silesian Voivadeship, in
Southwest Poland, on August 28, 1965, to Richard and MariaWoznica. His

father , currently retired, wasemployed asacoa miner. Silesaisaresource- |

rich and populous region. Bituminous and lignite coal is abundant, and a
substantial manufacturing industry ispresent, particularly in Upper Slesia. Also
minedin Silesia: copper, zinc, silver, cadmium, lead, gold, methane, iron ore,
limestone, marl, marble, and basdt. At onetime, uraniumtoo wasmined. Maria
had her handsfull watching over Mirek and big brother Zbigniew, called Zbig,
but somehow managed a seamstress business. His brother and wife lwona
havetwo children and livein the same city and house of hishirth.
Silesiaispercelved by many inhabitantsasadistinct region withitsown
culture. Most Silesians speak the nationa languagesof their respective countries
(Polish, Czech, German), although there is arecognized Silesian language,
considered by some to be a dialect of Polish, with about 60,000 declared
speakersin Upper Silesa. The SilesanlanguageisMirek’snativetongue. He
gpeaks Polish, Russian, and English. Mirek attended primary school in Gmina
Swierklany, avillage of about 11,000. Mirek had ahigh aptitudefor learning,
and, asaresult, spent much of his primary education teaching. Histeachers
often called upon himto assist teaching the younger children. Mirek greatly

Father Miroslaw “Mirek” Woznica on the
steps of Immaculate Conception Church, in
Fairbanks, Alaska.

(All photos courtesy of Father Mirek.)

Thisphoto wastaken in November 2009, on the occasion of acasual dinner gathering in Bishop Donald J. Kettler’shome.
1) Bishop Donald J. Kettler 2) Father Stanislaw Jaszek 3) Father Gregg D. Wood, S.J. 4)Father Roman P. Caly 5) Father
Frederick C. Bayler 6) Father Theodore E. Kestler, S.J. 7) Father Kasparaj Mallavarapu 8) Father Charles J. Peterson,
SJ. 9) Father John B. Martinek 10) Father Normand A. Pepin, S.J. 11) Father Jack de Verteuil 12) Father Joseph
Hemmer, O.F.M. 13) Father Patrick D. Bergquist 14) Father RossA. Tozz 15) Father Thomas G. Provinsal, S.J. 16)
Father Robert Fath 17) Father Sean P. Thomson 18) Father Miroslaw Woznica

CATHOLICBISHOPOFNORTHERNALASKA Special Masses are offered throughout the year for
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709 you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests.
Phone: 907-374-9532  http: //www.cbna.info Please pray that God may bless us and our work.




enjoyed the challenge of teaching. However, when high school
did not produce the same opportunity, he grew restless.

Karol Jozef Wojtyla, Bishop of Krakow, was elected
Pope John Paul 11, thefirst and only Polish Pope, on October
16, 1978, when Mirek was beginning high schoal.

Ten kilometers from his home village, in the city of
Wodzidaw Slaski, Mirek attended public high school. Shortly
after hisfifteenth birthday, Mirek and hisfriendsformed arock
bandwith Mirek singing lead vocals. Mirek admitsthat, muchto
his mother’sdismay, he missed over 300 hours of high school
dueto the band’ stravel schedule. A gifted student, he did not
suffer scholastically despite the truancy, and graduated with
academichonors. Whileinhighschool, heparticipatedinavariety
of sports, including soccer and volleyball. Hejoined drama,
participatinginanumber of plays, and hespent timewriting both
playsand music, including musicfor hisband. Mirek remembers
thetimewith hisband as one of hishappiest memoriesof youth
and dill playsmusicwith hisfriendswhen hevistshome. Mirek
recalls his adol escence as atime spent actively pursuing self-
growth. He remembers competing for the sake of personal
accomplishment instead of for awardsor recognition.

Mirek remembersthe moment of hispriestly caling as
taking placeinthe course of about 45 minutesduring hishigh
school graduation ceremony. “I remember that during theservice,

|

Mirodaw “Mirek” Woznica, pictured top left, poses
for a picture with his band. The band formed while
he was in high school. Mirek sang lead vocals and
still gathers with its members while in Poland.
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therewas poetry and inspirational musi ¢ and speechesby fellow
classmatesand teachers. It wasvery peaceful and | knew at that
moment that | wanted to becomeapriest.” Mirek first
informed hisgirlfriend of threeyearsand then hisparents. He
remembersthey werevery surprised at theannouncement. With
atwinklein hiseyeheadds, “ They werenot nearly assurprised
asmy parishpriest. | wakedinandtold him, ‘wheredo| goto
becomeapriest? | think he nearly choked. You see, | wasa
rock star.”

IN 1984, at theageof 19, Mirek enrolled inthe Seminary
at Katowice. Poland wasinthemidst of great political change;
and, though it was steering away from communism, theWoznica
family received threats related to Mirek’s enrollment at the
Catholic Seminary. It wasduringthistimethat apopular Polish
priest, Father Jerzy Popieluszko wasmurdered by agentsof the
internd intelligenceagency. Themurder caused uproar throughout
Poland. Father Jerzy, awell-known charismatic priest, wasfirst
sent to strikersinthe Warsaw Steelworks. He became affiliated
with workers and trade unionistsfrom the Solidarity movement
who opposed the Communist regimein Poland. A staunch anti-
communist, heinterwovehissermonswith spiritud exhortations
and political messages, criticizing the Communist system and
motivating peopleto protest. During the period of martial law in
Poland (December 13, 1981 to July 22, 1983), the Catholic
Churchwastheonly forcethat could voice protest comparetively
openly, with the regular celebration of Mass presenting
opportunitiesfor public gatheringsin churches. A car accident
was set up to kill Father Jerzy on October 13, 1984, but he
escaped it. Consequently, the priest was kidnapped, beaten,
and murdered, on October 19, 1984, by three Security Police
officers. Then his body was dumped into the Vistula Water
Reservoir near Wloclawek from where it was recovered on
October 30, 1984. More than 250,000 people attended his
funerd. Despitethemurder anditsrepercussions, the Communist
regimeremained in power until 1989. Popieluszko’smurderers
- Captain Grzegorz Piotrowski, Leszek Pekala, Waldemar
Chmielewski and Colonel Adam Petruszka— werejailed, but
released later aspart of anamnesty. 1n 1997, the Roman Catholic
Church started the process of hisbestification. By 2008, hehad
Servant of God status. On December 19, 2009, it was
announced that Pope Benedict XV 1 had approved the decree of
beatification of Father Popieluszko. Hewill be beatified on
June 6, 2010.

Nearly ten yearsafter Pope John Paul 11’séelection, and
barely ayear before Father Mirek’sordination, on June4, 1989,
Poland experienced an overwhe ming victory, when partialy free
electionsweredlowed in communist Eastern Europe. Thevote
pavedtheway for thegraduad end of communist ruleintheregion.
Thechangeswereborn of thefrustration of worsening economic
hardship. These frustrations led to a type of “round-table’
discuss on between the communist authoritiesin Poland and the
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All donors are truly co-missionaries, since they alone make possible our work for the Lord and His Kingdom.
TO: CATHOLICBISHOPOFNORTHERNALASKA (our legd title):
1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709-5199 Date
S2010 03 Fund 01

Dear Bishop Kettler:
As amember of the Alaskan Shepherd “Buck-A-Month Club” | enclose my contribution of

$ OR | have already contributed but please accept this additional donation of
$ to be used where most needed.

Name

Street No. /P.O.Box City Sate Zip

If donating by check please make payableto: CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA or CBNA
If donating by credit card: NAME AS LISTED ON CREDIT CARD:

TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cardsonly): VISA_~ MASTER CARD__ DISCOVER
AMOUNT OF GIFT: $

CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential):

EXP DATE: SIGNATURE:

NOVENA IN HONOR OF
THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

To the friends and benefactors of the Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks. On
each of the eight days preceding the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and on
the feast day itself, June 11 (2010), a novena will be offered in honor of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and for our benefactors and their intentions. You are
invited to submit petitions to be remembered during the novena. No offeringis

necessary. Any received will be used to support our ministries herein Northern Y .'
Alaska.

You are aso invited to join us on the novena days

(June 3-11th) inclusive by praying the following prayer:
O Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, you said: “Ask, and you shall receive; seek, and you shall
find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.” With confidence in your loving, compassionate
Heart | come to you as the fountain of every blessing. | ask you to make my heart humble
and holy likeyours. Grant metoliveaholy lifeand to die ahappy death. During thisnovena
| humbly ask also for certain spiritual and temporal favors:

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on mel

Please remember the following petitions during
the Novena in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus:

The Alaskan Shepherd Newsletter Volume 48 Number 3 April-May 2010 Page 3



FAIRBANKS/NORTH POLE
ROAD PARISHES

Father Frederick C. Bayler

Sacred Heart Cathedral/Fairbanks n
Father Miroslaw Woznica

Immaculate Conception Church/Fairbanks
Father Patrick D. Bergquist
St. Raphael Church/Fairbanks
Father Kasparaj Mallavarapu
St. Mark University Parish/
College/Barrow

Father Sean P. Thomson

St. Mark University Parish/ -
College/Prison Ministry )
Father Robert Fath

St. Nicholas Church/North Pole

Chaplain Catholic Schools

RURAL ROAD PARISHES

Father John B. Martinek

DeltaJunction/Tok -

Father Jack de Verteuil b ;
Healy/Nenana /Denali Park/ ['1 By
Clear AFB Missions/Parishes

BUSH YK-DELTA PARISHES/NON-ROAD

Father Roman P. Caly I -t-f'
YK Subregion A s

Emmonak/Alakanuk/Nunum I qua/K otlik/Stebbing/
St. Michael/Unal akleet

Father Stanislaw Jaszek | 5+

YK Subregion B ¥

Hooper Bay/Scammon Bay/Chevak
YK Subregion D

Father Ross A. Tozz

Nome/K otzebue/Teller/Diomede

Aniak/Pilot Station/Mountain Village/Holy Cross/K al skag
Father Charles J. Peterson, S.J.
YK Subregion C
Bethel/Marshall/Russian Mission
St.Marys/Nightmute
Father Thomas G. Provinsal, S.J. I |
YK Subregion D
RETIRED
Fr. Timothy L. Sander, O.S.B., 69 years a priest
.Fr. John A. Hinsvark, 44 years a priest

Father Gregg D. Wood, S.J.

YK Subregion C

Father Theodore E. Kestler, S.J.

Chefornak /Tununak/Toksook Bay/Nelson Island/Newtok
The Alaskan Shepherd Newsletter

Volume 48 Number 3

Bishop Donald J. Kettler Diocese of Fairbanks

Father Joseph Hemmer, O.F.M.
Ruby/Kdtag

Brother R. Justin Huber, O.F.M.
*Nulato/Galena/lK oyukuk/Huslial
McGrath/Tanana

by Fairbanks area priests.

Brother Robert J. Ruzicka, O.F.M.

.

*These parishes, currently without a priest, visited

Yukon— Kuskokwirm

Subregions
2009-10
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This photo was taken during a Seminarian trip to the
Vatican. Mirek is seated in front with his roomate from
the Katowice Seminary.

Solidarity activigs. Thetalksresultedinthecommunistregime's
legalizing Solidarity and an agreement to hold the June 4
elections. Theastounding voteresultedin Solidarity’ swinning
99 of the 100 Senate seatsand al of the contestable 161 seats
intheSgm. Innow democratic Poland, the Sgmandthe Senate
represent the legislative branch, the President the executive
branch, and the Council of Ministersservesin much thesame
waly asour Supreme Court, representing thejudicial branch.
TheSolidarity movement wastheonly timein recorded
history that aquarter of Poland’ s popul ation, some 80% of the
country’s total work force had voluntarily joined a single
organization. Themovement was supported worldwideby a
diversegroup of leadersincluding Pope John Paul 11, Ronald
Reagan, Margaret Thatcher, Santiago Carillo (genera secretary
of the Communist party of Spain, 1960-1982), and Enrico
Berlinguer (general secretary of thecommunity party of Italy,
1972-1984+). Asanewly ordained priest, Father Mirek voted
in hisfirst free election in 1990. The sweeping victory for
Solidarity produced unstoppable momentum. Poland had its
first democratic primeminister, Tadeusz Mazowiecki; and, ina
matter of ayear, co-founder of the Solidarity movement and
winner of theNobel peaceprizein 1983, Lech Walesa, became
the country’ snew President, serving inthat manner until 1995.
Before 1989, the Catholic Churchin Poland wasakey
element inthe dualistic structure of the polish society; divided
into communists, and into Polish patriots, belonging to the
Roman Catholic Church. Oppositionto totalitarian rulewas
strongly supported by the Church, whichwas, inturn, identified
with defense of Polish nationd identity, freedom, humanrights,
and democracy. The Polish Catholic Church emerged
exceptiondly stronginitsingtitutional and social structure. In
fact, by the end of the 80’s, the Church was considered a

The Alaskan Shepherd Newsletter
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decisive political actor. The Catholic Church supported the
resistance against the communist regime for 20 years. It
contributed to the regime’s collapse and defended Poland’s
national identity. Today, Poland’s Catholic Church till holdsa
strong conservativeview and pursuesitsown politica ambitions.

Asdready mentioned, Mirod aw \Woznica, now Father
Mirek Woznica, was ordained a Catholic priest on May 12,
1990, at Chrigt theKing Cethedra, in Katowice, Poland, having
earned aMaster of Artin Pastoral Theology.

Another monumenta change occurred asFather Mirek
was setting forth asanew priest. Despite objectionsfrom the
country’s Protestant minority and concernsamong government
officids, in 1990, Poland' spublic school shegan voluntary classes
inreligiouseducation. Inthe45yearsof Communist rulein
Poland, religiousinstruction was permitted inthe schoolsinthe
yearsimmediately after WorldWer || and againinthelate1950's,
when liberalization in the Soviet Union lead to atemporary
loosening of restrictions. After that, classesinreligion were
[imited to after-school sessionsat local churches. About 80
percent of elementary school studentsattended, but therewas
asharp drop-off among high school students. At thevocationa

Father Mirek assists Bishop Gerard Bernacki. Father
served as the bishop's secretary for 8 yearswhilein the
Archdiocese of Katowice.

high schools, training groundsfor theworking-classyouthswho
have historicaly been bulwarksof the Church, only 40 percent
attended Church-sponsored classes. Under the agreement
reached between the Church and the Government, parents
decided whether elementary schoolchildren would join the
twice-weekly one-hour classes. Studentsin the upper grades
would attend only if both the parentsand the children agreed.
Thequestion of returning religiousingruction to theschoolshas
been sgnificant in Poland both to the Catholic Church hierarchy
andtothefaithful. When Pope John Paul 11, madehisfirg visit
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Campus, in Perth, Australia, where hestudied Inter-religion and
Multicultural Sharing of the Good News. Father Mirek stayed
in Perth for about ayear and haf. Whilein Perth, heasolearned
English. Hereturned to Poland, where he requested to return to
Audrdia, thistimeserving inthedesert and ministering to Native
Austrdians. Now, Father Mirek waschallengedtolearnthetwo
basiclanguagesof Broome spoken primarily by theaborigina

Father Mirek poses for a photo with the “kids from the
Kimberley.” The children are from S. Joseph Wyndham
Parish, in the Diocese of Broome, Australia.
to thiscountry in 1979, he spokein Warsaw of theneedtojoin
schools and religion, prompting the crowd to break
spontaneoudy into ahymnthat saysin part, ‘" Wewant God in
booksand school.” Today in Poland, public school students
must choose either acourseinreligionor ethics.

Father Mirek’sfirst ppointment aspriest wastofill in

Father Mirek is shown here with his*skin sister” Gracy,

for prieststhroughout the Katowice archdiocese. However, from the Kimberleys. During Father’s time in Australia
thisass gnment was cancelled, whenArchbishop Damian Zimon he was welcomed into the Aboriginal family. While
of Katowice decided he membership in skin groups is

needed Father Mirek more
desperately inthe Church
of the Transfiguration of
Christ,inKatowice, asits
pastor. Additionally,
Father Mirek served as
Bishop Gerard Bernacki’s
secretary. It was in this
capacity that Father Mirek
served until 1997, whenhe
petitioned Archbishop
Zimon to serve in the
Dioceseof Broome, inthe

ideally based on blood relations,
Australian Aboriginal kin systems
are classificatory, meaning that
even people who are not actual
blood relations are assigned to a
skin system. They are also
universal, meaning that every
member of the society is assigned
a position in the system.

Right: Father Mirek celebrates

Christmas Mass in the desert, in
Balgo, Australia.

peopleof the Kimberley and Pilbara.
Archdiocese of Perth, in Father Mirek wasabletolearnthe
northwestern Australia. - languagesrapidly. Heexplained that
Archbishop of Broome, Christopher Alan Saunders, hasashis intheaborigina tonguethereisno counting, only “one’ or “more.”
responsi bility, an areaspanning 29,857 squaremilesof mostly Thereisasotheuseof tone, inflection, and much hand movement.
desert-like conditionsand serving 33,500 souls. Father Mirek Father Mirek greatly enjoyed thethreeyearshespentinAugtrdia
left Polandin 1997 to attend Notre Dame University, Fremantle with NativeAboriginals. Hewasassigned four desert parishes.

Your firstclass | r~—zmmmna— — - Find Box Tops coupons on hundreds of your favorite
44¢ gamp E W = E|prﬁdu|cts Each BEX Top coupon ISV\IIIOI’th le¢ for our
. school. Twiceeach year, Box Topswill sen
donations | a check to our school for each Box Tops
aregreatly || “Twseve | eoupon redeemed, up to $20,000 each year.
appreciated. | Campbell Labelsfor Education are also gladly accepted!
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Whilein Perth, heworked in arespite housefor children with
disabilities. During thistime, hewas ableto attend atype of
paramedic training classoffered by the Department of Health,
St. John of God Health Care. Thistrainingwasto servehim
well whileministering to the parishes of the Kimberley peoples.
Often hewas asked to serve as priest, nurse, doctor, corone,
andfunera director. Father Mirek worked toowiththe Sisters
of Mercy whowereessentia inorganizing nursesand volunteers
toass st with thehedth assistance most needed, that of delivering
babies. If emergency services were required or a trained
physician needed, they would need to be brought in by
helicopter, which took about three hours, if desert conditions
allowed. InbushAustrdia, Father foundlifeto bevery basic,
sometime harsh, alwayswithout luxury. Heremembersthe
peopleto bevery warm and diligent about their Catholicfaith.

In 2003, Father Mirek, having served his promised
timeinAustralia, returned to Poland. Upon hisreturn, he
met Father Andrze Madanka. Father Andrzej had asked
Archbishop Damian Ziménin 1996 to beallowed to serve
inNorthern Alaska, where he knew therewasagreat need
for priests. Father Andrzej began hisAlaskanministry in
Nome, serving asAssociate pastor at St. Joseph Church.
In 1998, after ayear in Nome, Father Andrzej served the
peopleof Galena, Alaska, at St. John Berchmans Church.
In 2002, Father Andrzej returned to Poland and to the
Archdioceseof Katowice, where, thefollowing year, hemet
Father Mirek. It wasduring thisdiscussion that Father
Mirek learned of the Diocese of Fairbanksand of their great
need for Catholic priests. Father Mirek wasintrigued and
felt particularly called to servein the northern Missionary
diocese. Hefdlt histimeinbush Australiaand thetraining
he had received would be of particular use in the harsh
environment of Alaska. He too asked permission of
Archbishop Damian Zimoénand caled Bishop Dondd K ettler
in 2004. In September of 2005, Father Mirek arrivedin
Alaska. Bishop Kettler immediately assigned him to
Immaculate Conception Church, in Fairbanks. Servingin
theInterior wasnot exactly what Father Mirek hadinmind,
when he set foot in Alaska. After al, Fairbanks is the

Thesmdl church, ahistoricd buildingin Fairbanks was
congtructedin 1904. Thechurchischerished by both Catholics
and non-Catholicsand isknown asthe* thelittle church onthe
river.” Father Mirek arrived at Immacul ate Conception during
atimeof great lossby parishioners. They hadlost their Bishop
and pastor all inthe course of afew years. They weregreatly
in need of healing. On December 3, 2005, Bishop Kettler
installed Father Mirek Woznica, aspastor, at the 5:30 evening
Mass, saying, “ Pray that God will blessyou and your new pastor
inavery specid way.” Thechurchwasfilled to capacity. Bishop
Kettler advised Father Mirek to“awaysbealoving Father ,
gentle shepherd, and wiseteacher...tolead your peopleinthe
professonof faith.” Father Mirek thanked Bishop K ettler and
the parishfor their warm welcome and added, “1 ask for your
prayersfor mysalf and for thisparish.”

A reception followed and Father Mirek was presented

with ablack velvet, fur-lined parka. Theover 350 families

Father Mirek Woznica, Deacon Bob Mantei, and Bishop
Kettler prepare at |mmaculate Conception Parish, in
Fairbanks, for the blessing of the processional cross.

Diocese'slargest city, and Father Mirek had expected to serve
inthebushvillagesof the diocese.

The vear 2010 finds The Alaskan ou for e & =

Shepherd celebrating 50 Years of T“a“wws ier! i

publication! THANK YOU for the . & CompaiLetins i

BEAUTIFUL Anniversary Cards! We are =+ B 'A'rf'u:.“.:_“?'n:t: .

displaying the nearly 150 cards, we have ".’J'“"i;:'. L, TR TR
e pleiahly g S i

received thus far, in our little Shepherd

office for all to see. Please send vour| | i

card to: The Alaskan Shepherd at 1312
Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska, 99709.

.-‘l"] P }I‘li’
Joseph & Chris Wolter, South Bend, Indiana
Alaskan Shepherd Benefactors Since 1971
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that comprise mmacul ate Conception parish quickly adopted
Father astheir own. HisMassesare well known for being
steeped intradition and reverence. A Massat “thelittlechurch”
isnot complete until the Angelus, the Prayer to St. Michael,
andtheGuardianAngd Prayer, havebeen prayed. Additionaly,
Father remembersthemilitary andtheir familiesand praysfor
vocations after each Mass. Father hasdevel oped areputation
of withholding the bulletin until after Mass to prevent the
interruption of Holy Mass. Hehasalso acquired areputation
among adultsand children for hiswonderful sense of humor.
Upon arriving in Fairbanks, herecalled aninstance, when he
had met the late Pope John Paul 11, in Poland. Father Mirek,
then a Seminarian, and four other classmates decided, in an
attempt to get closer to the pontiff, to don clericd collars, which
they were not allowed to wear. They were surprised, when
they weremet by the Pope coming from the oppositedirection.
Pope John Paul 11 coming upon them asked, “You are not
priests, are you?' Mirek and his companions answered a
sheepish, “no” to which the Pontiff answered, “But | blessyou
anyway.” Father Mirek hasagreet gift for soeskingand rdating
to parishionersof all ages.

Oneof Father Mirek’sgoalsduring hisfiveyearsat
| CC has been to support the parish and its ministries. The
parish runs a very successful Soup Kitchen, directed by
parishioner Cindy Fields. Father saysthesoup kitchenis“a
miracle placewhere| have seen miracleshappen. Sometimes

I mmaculate Conception Church, airbnks,
Alaska, the “Little Church on the River.”

In August of 2007,
Father Mirek, dur-
ing a trip in
Valdez, Alaska,
catches a Silver
Salmon and a
Halibut.

the miracle is in the
serviceand sometimes
to those served.
Always, someone
shows up at just the
right timewith money,
food, or awillingness
tohelpserveamed.”

The church
has too a very
successful religious
education programfor
children and adults and Evening Prayer on Mondays at 7:30.
Though Father Mirek has as one of his goals to support the
existingministriesof the church, heisrespongblefor initiatinga
seriesof devotionsthat arewell attended by parishionersand
visitors. On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, Father |eads
therosary beforeMassat 12:10 PM. OnWednesday evenings,
thereisExpogition & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament from
6-7 PM. Eachfirst Thursday thereisaMassoffered for Priests,
Religiousand new vocations. On First Fridays, after the 12:10
Mass there are prayers to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. On the
3rd Friday, after the 12:10 Mass, the Divine Mercy Chapletis
prayed.

Sadly, Father Mirek will leaveuson June 17, 2010, to
return to his home parish in Katowice. He looks forward to
seeing hisfamily, especidly hisparents.

OnhisfiveyearsinAlaska, Father reflectsthat hewill
missviewing theNorthern Lights, but headds, “ The peopleare
much moreimportant to methan anything else.”

Itisthe parishionersof Immaculate Conception, who so
warmly welcomed him back in 2005 that hewill missthe most
andwhowill dearly misshim. Father Mirek Woznicahaslefta
mark on the hearts of the people of the Diocese of Fairbanks.
Weknow hemust have been greatly missed by hisfamily, and his
parishinPoland. Heis, after all, arock star!

—Patty Walter

—Sill more NORTHERN ALASKAN PRIESTS to follow.

bedrock. Thank you with all our hearts.”

“We are blessed to have so many supporters who make our work possible. | want to especially thank those of you who
remember us in your prayers. Donations provide tangible benefits, but the power of prayer and the Lord's grace is our

--Bishop Donald J. Kettler
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